
special volunteer award and then followed at 
about 7:15 p.m. by Laurie’s program.

“This is always a good turnout and we try 
to host a program with strong local ties,” said 

Chris Taylor, executive direc-
tor of the Atchison County 
Historical Society. “This 
year we hosted a Smith-
sonian Traveling exhib-
it through the summer 
looking at how sports 
has shaped America 
– and now Dr. Laurie 
will kind of put a bow 
on the Smithsonian 
and local programs from 
the summer and look at 
sports from his unique 
perspective as the man 
on the field controlling 

the game. He also has an interesting per-
spective on our community, education 
and as an author he has a voice and 
opinions that are interesting and I 
think should be a able to connect a lot 
of important life views in a short period 
of time.” 

John Laurie was an educator for 44 
years and officiated over 40 years. He 
has officiated basketball and football 
at the high school and college level 
for over 20 years. He was a referee 
in the Big 8 and Big XII football con- fer-
ences 24 years. He is the author of five books: 
• Managing the Game: the Official’s Offical 
Guide to Controlling Pressure Situations
• Why I Don’t BOO Officials – Stories by 
a Striped Shirt
• Between the Stripes: A Leader’s Play-

“Go West...” Atchison County
  Historical
          Society

www.atchisonhistory.org
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The Man in Stripes
Dr. John Laurie - Atchison native, educator, author
& the man in stripes will be the speaker for the
Historical Society’s Annual Meeting Monday October 26th

Dr. John Laurie

Atchison native, educator, author and 
maybe most recognized as the man in 
stripes on BIG 12 Football Saturdays 
-  Dr. John Laurie will be the speaker 

for the Atchison County Histor-
ical Society’s Annual Meeting 
program. 

Laurie will visit with the au-
dience about his years growing 
up in Atchison with his parents 
Dave and Gerry Laurie (Dave 
Laurie was Mayor of Atchison) 
and brothers Dave and Phil. He 
will also discuss his profession-
al experience in education and 
his insights on sports from the 
inside – what he describes as 
his avocation – officiating high 
school and college football and 
basketball. 

His life experiences have inspired him to 
author several books – most on his years as 
an official but also his most recent book “Kill-
er Quotes: Knock ‘Em Dead Win Your Point” 
which was published this year and is available 
through major booksellers Amazon.com and 
Barnes and Noble. Killer Quotes addresses 
Laurie’s belief “that a good quotation, timely 
and to the point, can do a great deal to influence 
a situation or position that might otherwise go 
unnoticed or not supported.”

Laurie will headline the evening in the Atchi-
son County Historical Society Museum in the 
Santa Fe Depot, 200 S. 10th Street in Atchi-
son – for the Annual Meeting & Program. The 
Museum will open for an evening Social Hour 
beginning at 6 p.m. with heavy snacks and re-
freshments. At 7 p.m. the Annual Meeting will 
convene for election of officers and board, 

Annual Meeting - Monday, Oct. 26, 2015 - 6pm Social Hour - 7pm Program

continued
on back

www.Facebook.com/AtchisonHistory
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How to read your Mailing Label to know your membership status
If you want to know your current member status - here is how to read your mailing label below. Beside your name will be one of several things. 

2015 or 2016  -your membership is up-to-date 
2014 or earlier -   your last paid membership year - membership is due
LIFE -you are a life member

Comp -you are on the complimentary mailing list
nothing- you received the mailing as a potential member.
A Membership Mailing Will Go Out in November 2015

Part of the Annual Meeting is the election 
of officers - updates on programs and some-
times special awards for those who make a 
difference in what we do each year.

The nominations for Board Positions 
through 2018: Julia Clem, Steve Caplinger 
and Jan Falk. Nominations for officers for 
the upcoming year: President - Harold Sche-
opner, Vice President - Steve Caplinger, and 
Treasurer - Jan Falk.

As usual we will try to keep the business 
meeting moving and get to the Program with 
John Laurie quickly. Hope to see you there!

You’re Invited to attend the Atchison County 
Historical Society Annual Meeting - Go Royals!

Board and Officer
Nominations

book for Earning Your Stripes
• Between the Stripes: Zany Zebra Zingers
• Killer Quotes: Knock ‘Em Dead Win Your 
Point

L a u r i e 
will have 
a limited 
number of 
books avail-
able for pur-
chase Oct. 
26th at the 
Museum – 
but those 
planning to 
attend may 
also pur-
chase Lau-
rie’s books 
ahead and 
bring them 
to be signed by the author. All his books have 
been available at online booksellers and at least 
three are currently in stock for purchase.

Taylor said the evening program is open to 
the public and is free to attend. The Museum 
currently has two temporary exhibits on dis-
play: 150 Years: the Butterfield Overland Des-

patch and Freighters Heading West and the 
seasonal Burial Practices: Life, Death and the 
Great Beyond – which looks at the way our and 
other cultures see the end of life and how we 
pay tribute to the dead. 

For more information on Dr. John Laurie’s 
program and the Annual Meeting – visit our 
website www.atchisonhistory.org our Face-
book page www.Facebook.com/AtchisonHis-
tory , email at GoWest@atchisonhistory.org or 
call the museum 913-367-6238.

For those concerned - Monday is an off day for 
the Royals - “crossing my fingers” - the next 
night is the World Series opening game - GO 
ROYALS - and yes we planned the program 
date this way. 
Links for those wishing to purchase Dr. John 
Laurie’s books ahead of the program visit us 
online or Facebook for direct links.

Dr. John Laurie has published five books 
- a limited number will be available at the 
meeting or bring your own copy for signing.


